
 

Lesson Objective
Students will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the 
ancient region of Mesopotamia through the creation of a virtual tour. 

Essential Question

How can we use the arts to more fully understand the past?

21st CENTURY SKILLS: 
✓ Critical Thinking    ✓ Creative Thinking    ✓ Collaborating    ✓ Initiative 

✓ Communicating    ✓ Media Literacy         ✓ Informational Literacy         

✓ Tech Literacy         ✓ Flexibility                 ✓ Social Skills           
☐ Leadership            ✓ Productivity 

Content Standards Arts Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, attending to 
such features as the date and 
origin of the information. 

MA:Pr4.1.III 

Synthesize various arts, media arts 
forms and academic content into 
unified media arts productions 
that retain artistic fidelity across 
platforms, such as 
transdisciplinary productions.  

KEY VOCABULARY 
• Virtual Tour 

PACING: 4-5 days 

` 
ASSESSMENT (Formative/
Summative):  
Mesopotamia Overview 
Project Plan 
Group Work Continuum 

ELEMENTS OF MEDIA ARTS: 
• Sound 
• Time 
• Point of View 
• Framing 
• Narrative 
• Editing 
• Light 

MATERIALS LIST 
• Computer  

• Various art supplies as needed 

Museum of 
Mesopotamia 

THEME 

Who Are We

CONTENT  

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
9-10.1 

ART 

MA:Pr4.1.III  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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LESSON OVERVIEW 

In this lesson, students will be asked to transport an audience back to ancient Mesopotamia through 
the creation of a virtual tour. It is expected that this is a culminating activity, after a thorough unit on 
Mesopotamia. This will allow students to determine what they feel is most important on the topic, 
gather the best examples to showcase and weave them all together artistically to give a 
comprehensive look at their understanding.

ENGAGEMENT 
Begin the lesson by asking students to name their favorite video games and ask them to include why it 
was their chosen favorite. Create a word splash of these reasons, not necessarily including the games. 
What is likely to take place is the agreement that the games cited as favorites are the ones that make 
you feel as though you are immersed in the game. You may get to make decisions for the character, 
and in terms of the graphics, they are as real as can be. Sounds may also be a factor (sound effects, 
music tracks, etc) and if they are not brought up by students, steer students towards thinking about 
them. Come to the agreement that the best experiences are as close to being real as possible. 

Warm-Up Options (10 Min) 

19- Engineering Design  
20- GIF  
21- Keyboard Shortcuts  

22- Memes  
23- Mood Post  

Artful Thinking Routine (10 mins)

Think / Puzzle / Explore Routine.  Show students Couple of Musicians, a sculpture form the 
Mesopotamia region.  

Consider the following questions: 
• What do you think you know about this artwork or topic? 
• What questions or puzzles do you have? 
• What does the artwork or topic make you want to explore? 

Artful Thinking by Project Zero is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial 4.0 International License. Routine found here: http://pzartfulthinking.org/ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

      pg 2 | SEPTEMBER                     IntegratED Curriculum, 2018.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0e/Couple_de_musiciens.jpg/800px-Couple_de_musiciens.jpg
http://pzartfulthinking.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0e/Couple_de_musiciens.jpg/800px-Couple_de_musiciens.jpg
http://pzartfulthinking.org/


 

STEP 1 

Mesopotamia 
As a class, take some time to review what has been learned about Mesopotamia. This is designed as a 
time to refresh student memory, while also giving you as a teacher an opportunity to do a quick 
formative assessment where students are at with the topic.  

They should work on the attached overview sheet independently to start, and then may get into 
partners or small groups to add to it. If there are areas where no students have input, they may 
reference textbooks and class notes.    

STEP 2 

Virtual Tour 
Explain to students that virtual tours are different from virtual reality (as likely discussed in the 
engagement section) but have a similar purpose. A virtual tour is a simulation of a location, most often 
created from video images, still pictures, and other media such as music, text and sound effects.  

To allow students to experience a virtual tour, share with them the Virtual Tour of the Revolutionary 
War, created from the American Revolution Museum. As they are watching, ask students to jot down 
what media elements they notice in the tour (still images, use of music, video, interviews, drawings, 
photographs, etc). Engage in a discussion about why the tour is engaging and enticing. 

Explain to students that they will be creating a their own virtual tour of Mesopotamia, similar to the 
example that was watched in Step 2. They will be working in a small group to decide what key elements 
they need to include. Before launching into gathering materials, students should begin to plan out their 
tour, using the project plan sheets, and their overview sheets completed in Step 1.  

Students will work together collaboratively to make decisions about design elements, primary and 
secondary sources being used, and media elements that will be included.  

The final presentation may be in a media format of the group’s choice, but must be a minimum of three 
minutes long, with all group members on camera, either visually or orally, at least once in the tour.  

 ESTIMATED TIME: 5-6 Class Periods

Main Activity

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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http://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/r18PSEgGM_default/index.html?videoId=5724969144001&autoplay
http://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/r18PSEgGM_default/index.html?videoId=5724969144001&autoplay
http://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/r18PSEgGM_default/index.html?videoId=5724969144001&autoplay
http://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/r18PSEgGM_default/index.html?videoId=5724969144001&autoplay


  CLOSURE 

Jig Saw 
Combine two groups together and share virtual tours with each other. Discuss the elements that were 
highlighted in each, along with differences that are noticed (in presentation, item inclusion, media 
used, etc). If time, rotate and share with other groups as well.  
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Contribution 

Collaboration / Cooperation

On Task

GROUP WORK CONTINUUM: Place an X on the line where you think it matches up with the student’s 
level of work within their group. In the space below the line, write a few thoughts about how you made 
your choice, along with how the student might adapt your participation/work the next time they 
participate in a group experience. 

You did not contribute to the 
work or fulfill your assigned role

You contributed more than 
your share to the final project

You actively listened and were 
a strong team member

You did not work with your 
group collaboratively or 

cooperatively at all

You were on task at all times 
and did not need reminders

You needed frequent 
reminders to stay on task

NOTES:

NOTES:

NOTES:

Teacher 

ASSESSMENT

THEME 

Who Are We?

CONTENT  

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
9-10.1 

ART 

MA:Pr4.1.III  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Contribution 

Collaboration / Cooperation

On Task

GROUP WORK CONTINUUM: Place an X on the line where you think it matches up with your level of 
work within your group. In the space below the line, write a few thoughts about why and how you 
made your choice, along with how you might adapt your participation/work the next time you 
participate in a group experience. 

I did not contribute to the 
work or fulfill my assigned role

I contributed more than my 
share to the final project

I actively listened and was a 
strong team member

I did not work with my group 
collaboratively or 

cooperatively  at all

I was on task at all times and 
did not need reminders

I needed frequent reminders 
to stay on task

REFLECTIONS:

REFLECTIONS:

REFLECTIONS:

Student 

ASSESSMENT
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Fill in the most important facts for each topic about Mesopotamia based on your 
understanding.

Mesopotamia Overview

What is it?

Cities

What are 
the people 
known for?

Religious 
Beliefs

Agriculture 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Fill in the most important facts for each topic about Mesopotamia based on your 
understanding.

Mesopotamia Overview, continued

Inventions

Geography 
and Land

Art and 
Culture

Other Facts

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Take the time to plan out your project with your group, the pieces you will use, and how it 
will come together before you begin. Use as many sheets as necessary.

Project Plan

Task / Item to 
include Steps to take Who will 

do it Notes /Reflections

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Virtual Tour Guidelines
Directions: Use the following steps to help you plan and compose your final presentation 

Step 1: As a group, work through the Mesopotamia Overview sheet and decide on at least 
five categories that you will present in your virtual tour. 

Step 2: With your group, complete the Project Plan sheet to ensure that all tasks are being 
covered, and that everyone has roles and responsibilities for the final project.  

Step 3: Each member should begin assembling/creating/research their assigned elements. 

Step 4: When all tasks on the plan or completed, it is time to begin assembling the final 
presentation. Decide as a group what platform you will use to make your video, and how 
you will do it (who will film, who will narrate, what order will the tour go in, etc) 

Step 5: Edit and revise your virtual tour as needed during the assembly process. As you 
watch completed pieces, edit and redesign as necessary.  

THINGS TO REMEMBER: 
• Each member of your group must have specific tasks to complete and contribute  

• You must include at least five categories from the Mesopotamia Overview sheet in your 
Virtual Tour 

• The Virtual Tour must be a minimum of three minutes long 

• You must include at least 5 different media elements (original video, still images, 
sculptures, photographs, pantings, acquired video, interviews, text, etc) 

• Everyone in your group must appear on camera, or be a narrator at least once during the 
Virtual Tour.  

• You must include a credits page at the end of your tour where you cite the sources you 
used.  

• Be creative and have fun!

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

      pg 10 | SEPTEMBER                     IntegratED Curriculum, 2018.


