
 

Lesson Objective
Students will evaluate and create a playlist which represents a time 
period or theme.

Essential Question

How do performers select their repertoire? 
How does a piece of art communicate with us? 

21st CENTURY SKILLS: 
✓ Critical Thinking    ✓ Creative Thinking   ☐ Collaborating    ✓ Initiative 

✓ Communicating    ✓ Media Literacy        ✓ Informational Literacy         

✓ Tech Literacy         ☐ Flexibility                ☐ Social Skills           
☐ Leadership            ✓ Productivity 

Content Standards Arts Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6 

Compare the point of view of two 

or more authors for how they treat 

the same or similar topics, 

including which details they 

include and emphasize in their 

respective accounts. 

MU:Pr4.1.C.IIIa 

Identify and select specific 

sections, movements, or entire 

works that express personal 

experiences and interests, moods, 

visual images, concepts, texts, or 

storylines in moderately complex 

or complex forms.  

KEY VOCABULARY 
• Theme 

• Concept 

PACING: 3-4 days 

ASSESSMENT (Summative):  
• Student/Teacher conference 

• Playlist Liner Notes 

ELEMENTS OF MUSIC: 
• Dynamics 

• Tone Color 

• Form 

• Texture 

MATERIALS LIST 
• Access to music of student choice 

(YouTube, iTunes, Spotify, etc) 

• Access to internet for brief 
research 

Expressing 
Experience Through 
Music 

THEME 

What Are We 
Made Of?

CONTENT  

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
9-10.6 

ART 

MU:Pr4.1.C.IIIa 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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LESSON OVERVIEW 

In this lesson, students will be asked to create a playlist which represents today’s young America. After 
discussing the ways in which music has represented themes, time periods and cultures, students will 
select at least 5 musical pieces to express personal experiences. Their choices must have varied 
musical styles, and they will also justify and defend their choices through a written statement. 

ENGAGEMENT 

Ask: “What is one - and only one - song that best represents yourself?” Some students may have a 

very quick answer to this question, some may need more thinking time. For those that come up with 

one quickly, ask them to think of up to three, and from that three, narrow it down to the one best one. 

For students that have more than one choice, ask them to consider what the song means, and rank 

them in order of how they reflect their personality, until they have the best choice. Verbally, have 

students share their thoughts, and then explain their choice.

Warm-Up Options (10 Min) 

24- 1, 2, 3 Echo M3  
25- Animal Sounds  
26- Chewing Words  

27- Dynamics  
28- Rhythms  
29- Solfege  

30- Stretching 
31- Voice Shapes  
32- Watch the Bell  

Artful Thinking Routine (10 mins)

Listening: Ten Times Two Routine. Play Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On” for students.  

1. Listen to the piece of music quietly. Let your ears wander and take in as much as possible. 

2. List 10 words or phrases about any aspect of what you hear. 

3. Repeat Steps 1 & 2: Listen again and try to add 10 more words or phrases to your list. 

Artful Thinking by Project Zero is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial 4.0 International License. Routine found here: http://pzartfulthinking.org/ 
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https://youtu.be/H-kA3UtBj4M
http://pzartfulthinking.org/
https://youtu.be/H-kA3UtBj4M
http://pzartfulthinking.org/


 

STEP 1 

Music as a Reflection of Society 

Music has always been the universal language. It has united people and had significant meaning in 

times of strife and happiness. A prime example of this was the 1950s and 1960s and the development 

of Motown along with the Civil Rights Movement and the societal impact they both had. In many ways, 

Motown was seen as a rebellion, which in itself may lead to some debate (what is a rebellion and when 

is it justified?). Yet, in being a generally peaceful rebellion was it more justified in promoting the 

greater good for people? While many of the themes of this era were quite parallel, often the musical 

style and where it originated from were not.   

If students have a weaker understanding of the Civil Rights Movement as seen through the eyes of 

Motown and music, have them consider the song What’s Going On? (from the Artful Thinking activity) 

and the traditional song “We Shall Overcome”. Ask students to consider how the message of the 

songs align, but that they are presented in two very different points of view and styles. How do these 

two artists treat the topic of negativity in society? How do they get their point across, and how do they 

emphasize their key thoughts (either through musical stylings or lyric choices)?

STEP 2 

Album Creation 

There is a great deal of thought when putting an album together by an artist. Does it encompass a 

theme? Is there a tone or mood the artist consistently wants to convey? Is there a reason for making 

the album?  

Have students choose their favorite album, by any artist, and ask them to do a little research about the 

album, from the artist’s point of view. What was their reason for making the album and what did they 

want their listeners to come away with? If multiple students choose the same artist, they can work 

together to uncover artist motivations.  

Ask students to choose one or two songs, and/or specific lyrics that the artist shares that most closely 

align with the album message, and expresses personal experiences from the artist that may align 

closely with the album meaning. Does the form and texture of the music align with that meaning? 

Have students share out their research in small groups. As they are listening to each other, have each 

group choose one person to share out to the whole class.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkNsEH1GD7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkNsEH1GD7Q


Students will be asked to create a playlist for today’s 

America. They must take a certain viewpoint (child, 

student, a specific race or gender, etc) and before 

choosing songs, come up with a minimum of five 

words to describe America now for that subset.  

After having their viewpoint and guiding words, 

students will create a playlist of songs (they must 

include artist, song title, and a few specific lyrics) 

which embody their targeted “artist”.  

The only requirement for songs is that they unite with 

a common message or theme. Different styles of 

music are fine, and expected. Along with choosing the songs, they need to create Liner Notes, which 

will include an order for the songs on their playlist, along with a name for the playlist.  

As students finish, conduct a conference with each student to allow them to verbally explain their playlist 

and the reasoning behind it along with their process for deciding their choices.  

 ESTIMATED TIME: 2 class periods (one to identify music, one to write the Liner Notes)

Main Activity

CLOSURE 

Group Share 

Have students share their playlists/liner notes with 2-3 other students. Display these all somewhere in 

the classroom. As an ongoing extension and wrap-up, create one master “album” of all the playlists, 

and use it as classroom music for student entrances/exits each day, or for background music during 

work times.  
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If the topic of “Today’s America” is too 
broad for your students, give the a specific 
theme (war, injustice, love, power, greed) 
which aligns to your classroom work and 
have them create a playlist around that word.  

Another variation would be to have them 
take the viewpoint of the artist, and let the 
playlist reflect their own lives.  

Teacher-to-Teacher



TEACHER 

ASSESSMENT

THEME 

What Are We 
Made Of?

CONTENT  

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
9-10.6

ART 

MU:Pr4.1.C.III

a 
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Does the 
student… ✔ Notes

Easily 
communicate 
reasonings behind 
song choices, 
song order, and 
artists chosen for 
their playlist. 

Have at least 5 
songs in their 
playlist?

Have different 
artists in their 
playlist that are 
tied together by 
the common topic 
and can speak to 
their varying 
approaches?

Easily identify a 
specific song, or 
sections of a song 
that  clearly 
express the 
concepts at hand

Use the checklist below during a conference with each student after they have finished creating their playlist.  



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

      pg 6 | NOVEMBER                                IntegratED Curriculum, 2018.

Playlist for Today’s America - Directions
Your task: Create a playlist of at least five songs, and at least three different artists. You must 
take on one viewpoint (child, student, adult, racial or gender, political, etc) and create your list 
for that target audience.  

 Things to consider / include: 
• How do different artists on your playlist treat the same topic? It’s often important to 

have songs with various texture and color within a single playlist. 
• Do you have different styles of music? Why? 
• What are the common phrases, moods, tones that find themselves on your playlist? 
• Are there specific sections that most strongly express the point of view being 

exhibited by your playlist? 
• How did you create the order in which they are listened to? 

You will need to complete the Liner Notes on the next page before having a conference with 
your teacher to explain your playlist choices.  

Use the space below for any brainstorming or initial thinking.       
               
               
               
               
             



Playlist for Today’s America - Liner Notes
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Song Title and Artist Position 
on Playlist

Key sections, phrases that help 
create mood, express concept Your reason for including it


