
 

Lesson Objective

Students will choose an artist from either the 19th or 20th century, 
research and evaluate articles about 2-3 of their pieces, then create a 
collage describing the impact that artist on culture and society. 

Essential Questions

How do artists and their art impact society?  

How do people read and interpret works of art?  

21st CENTURY SKILLS: 
✓ Critical Thinking   ✓ Creative Thinking   ☐ Collaborating    ✓ Initiative 

✓ Communicating    ☐Media Literacy        ✓ Informational Literacy         

☐ Tech Literacy        ☐ Flexibility                ✓ Social Skills     
☐ Leadership           ✓ Productivity

Content Standards Arts Standards
CCSS:ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6 

Evaluate authors' differing points 
of view on the same historical 
event or issue by assessing the 
authors' claims, reasoning, and 
evidence.

VA:Cn11.1.IIIa 

Appraise the impact of an artist or 
a group of artists on the beliefs, 
values, and behaviors of a society.  

KEY VOCABULARY 
• Impact 

• Appraise 

• Evaluate 

PACING: 4-5 days 

ASSESSMENT (Summative) 
• Rubric 

ELEMENTS OF VISUAL ARTS: 
• Color 

• Value 

• Space 

• Line 

• Shape 

MATERIALS LIST 
• Access to research materials 

online 

• Access to various art supplies as 

needed by students 

• Magazines / newspapers 

Impacts of Famous 
Artists on Culture 
and Society

THEME 

What Are We 
Made Of?

CONTENT  

CCSS:ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
11-12.6

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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ART 

VA:Cn11.1.IIIa



 
1- Brain Connect 
2- Color  
3- Drawing Practice  

4- Lettering  
5- Line Form  
6- Pencils  

7- Picture This 
8- Sketch Stretch 
9- Sketching from Life  

LESSON OVERVIEW 

This lesson will ask students to choose a 19th or 20th century artist, along with 2-3 of their works of art, 
research different commentaries and discussions on the art, as well as the place the art has had in 
society. After gathering information, students will synthesize all of their learning and create a two 
dimensional collage to be used as an impact statement which will summarize and share the impact the 
artist  and their work has had on society.  

ENGAGEMENT 

Three Words 

Ask students to think about the concept of art. They will need to come up with three words they most 
strongly associate with the topic.  

While this is a seemingly quick and easy activity, it will allow you to “read the room” and learn your 
student opinions on art and its place. (Do they see it as important and relaxing, or boring and 
pointless?) 

For more student information, give other topics and repeat as needed. 

Warm-Up Options (10 Min)

Artful Thinking Routine (10 mins)

Claim / Support / Question Routine. Show students the painting, Sunrise, by Claude Monet. 

Make a claim about your topic 
    Claim – An explanation or interpretation of some aspect of the artwork 
Identify support for your claim 
    Support – Thing you see, feel and know about your claim 
Ask a question related to your claim 
    Question – What’s left hanging? What isn’t explained? What new questions does your claim raise? 

Artful Thinking by Project Zero is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial 4.0 International License. Routine found here: http://pzartfulthinking.org/ 
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Monet_-_Impression,_Sunrise.jpg
http://pzartfulthinking.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Monet_-_Impression,_Sunrise.jpg
http://pzartfulthinking.org/


STEP 1 
Evaluating Sources 

Students need to be aware of many factors that go into evaluating sources, such as the origins, 
purpose, focus, and any potential bias by the author.  This evaluation can be done with pictures, 
articles, interviews - any kid of source.  

Go through the Evaluating Sources article with students, using the two resources included from the 
Boston Massacre. Engage in a discussion about the impact each source could have on an audience 
based on the viewpoint with which it was created.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Students will choose and artist from the list provided, which is not exclusive. They will research a bit 
about the artist, including what the artist is known for, their viewpoints and perhaps a few key 
elements of their own life which impacted their work. They will also need to identify 2-3 pieces of work 
which are most well known from the artist, and read and analyze reviews of those pieces.  

All of the artists included are significant in society and the impact they have made on culture. Students 
will create a collage which will be used to explain the impact the artist has made on society. They will 
do this by identifying reactions to the work, and the overall impressions that have been made. 
Students will need to decide whether they will focus on one viewpoint to express, or encompass a 
variety of differing views to let the audience viewing the collage create their own idea about the artist/
art. Remind them that selective words and text can prove powerful impact along with the layout of 
images and graphics.  

Students may use any materials/final format they choose, as long as the finished product is two 
dimensional. 

ESTIMATED TIME: 4-5 class periods (this includes research, evaluation and collage creation)

STEP 2 
Collage 

This lesson requires students to make a collage as an impact statement, yet it is a form of art not many 
students are aware of. Along with the elements of visual arts, students will need to consider some of 
the elements of media arts, such as framing and point of view. Share with students the video: How to 
Make a Collage. Have students consider the elements of composition that are discussed, and which 
ones stand out in their own creative styles.  Students should take notes during the video to remind 
themselves of the collage thinking process when they get to work themselves.  

Main Activity

https://youtu.be/sLooH5Y_Rk8
https://youtu.be/sLooH5Y_Rk8
https://youtu.be/sLooH5Y_Rk8
https://youtu.be/sLooH5Y_Rk8
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CLOSURE 

Reflection 

After all collages have been created, hang them all so students may observe. When you hang them, 
label or number them so that students have an easy way to identify the collage they will be reflecting 
on.  

Ask students to choose 3 pieces of their peers’ work to do a quick analysis of the collage, using the 
sheet provided. They will also include a 2-3 sentence reflection about their own work and its intent. 



Teacher  
Assessment

THEME 

What Are We 
Made  Of?

CONTENT  

CCSS:ELA-
LITERACY.RH.
11-12.6

ART 

VA:Cn11.1.IIIa

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Student Rubric 
(to be completed by student)

Teacher Rubric 
(to be completed by teacher)

Evaluation of Explanations and Interpretations  
4 - Student incorporated multiple viewpoints and  
     interpretations into the collage, while  
    developing an original impact statement. 
3 - Student addressed the task satisfactorily and   
     includes evidence from sources used.  
2 - Student only shared one viewpoint about the  
     artist and their work within the impact collage.  
1- Student included no outside viewpoints or  
     explanations other than their own within the     
     collage.

Evaluation of Explanations and Interpretations  
4 - Student incorporated multiple viewpoints and  
     interpretations into the collage, while  
    developing an original impact statement. 
3 - Student addressed the task satisfactorily and   
     includes evidence from sources used.  
2 - Student only shared one viewpoint about the  
     artist and their work within the impact collage.  
1- Student included no outside viewpoints or  
     explanations other than their own within the     
     collage.

Development of Ideas / Communication of Message 
    4 - Collage makes a strong statement,    
         communicates a strong message and original  
          ideas are developed with multiple pieces of  
          evidence. 
    3 - Collage makes a statement and communicates a  
         message, including evidence, addressing task  
         satisfactorily.  
    2 - Collage statement and/or message may be hard  
          to understand, and the collage has little  
          originality and minimal evidence to support  
          statements.  
    1 - Collage has little to no statement or message       
         and lacks originality and evidence. 

Development of Ideas / Communication of Message 
    4 - Collage makes a strong statement,    
         communicates a strong message and original  
          ideas are developed with multiple pieces of  
          evidence. 
    3 - Collage makes a statement and communicates  
         a message, including evidence, addressing task  
         satisfactorily.  
    2 - Collage statement and/or message may be       
          hard to understand, and the collage has little  
          originality and minimal evidence to support  
          statements.  
    1 - Collage has little to no statement or message       
         and lacks originality and evidence. 

Organization 
    4 - Collage exhibits a clear design and is laid out  
          effectively, with strong consideration to the  
          elements of art.  
    3 - Collage has an adequate design / layout. 
    2 - Collage has a confusing design / layout. 
    1 - Collage has little to no design / layout.

Organization 
    4 - Collage exhibits a clear design and is laid out  
          effectively, with strong consideration to the  
          elements of art.  
    3 - Collage has an adequate design / layout. 
    2 - Collage has a confusing design / layout. 
    1 - Collage has little to no design / layout.

Quality of Work / Effort 
    4 - Collage has the highest quality of work,  
         corrected for mistakes, and shows high level of  
         effort. 
    3 - Collage has high quality work. There may be     
         some errors that do not interfere with meaning.  
    2 - Collage was not carefully checked for errors  
         and/or may not be as neat as possible.   
    1 - Collage has not been checked for errors, which  
         may interfere with meaning. Piece is messy and/ 
         or incomplete.

Quality of Work / Effort 
    4 - Collage has the highest quality of work,  
         corrected for mistakes, and shows high level of  
         effort. 
    3 - Collage has high quality work. There may be     
         some errors that do not interfere with meaning.  
    2 - Collage was not carefully checked for errors  
         and/or may not be as neat as possible.   
    1 - Collage has not been checked for errors, which  
         may interfere with meaning. Piece is messy and/ 
         or incomplete.

On the back of this rubric, include a few notes as to 
what was done well and what you would change if you 
could. 

On the back of this rubric, include a few notes as to 
what was done well and what would improve the 
overall piece. 
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Evaluating Sources
Answer the following questions to evaluate the source you are using, and draw a conclusion about the 
impact it makes on its intended audience.  

Source:              

Author / Artist:             

Date of reference point:      Date of publication:      

How is the author/artist connected to the source? 

Why was the article/artwork created?  

Is there an obvious bias? 

Does the author/artist have known credibility? 

What impact/affect did this document have on the art / society / yourself? 
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Evaluating Sources

Source 1: The Bloody Massacre by Paul Revere, 1868 

Source 2: Eyewitness Accounts of the Boston Massacre 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Massacre#/media/File:Boston_Massacre_high-res.jpg
https://alphahistory.com/americanrevolution/eyewitness-accounts-boston-massacre-1770/
https://alphahistory.com/americanrevolution/eyewitness-accounts-boston-massacre-1770/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Massacre#/media/File:Boston_Massacre_high-res.jpg


19th Century 20th Century

Camille Passaro 

Édouard Manet 

Edgar Degas 

Winslow Homer 

Paul Cézanne 

Claude Monet 

Pierre Auguste Renoir 

Henri Rousseau 

Mary Cassatt 

Paul Gauguin 

Edvard Munch 

Gustav Klimt 

John Singer Sargent 

Grandma Moses 

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 

Henri Matisse 

Paul Klee 

Pablo Picasso 

Edward Hopper 

Wassily Kandinsky 

Diego Rivera 

Marc Chagall 

Georgia O’Keefe 

Georges Seurat 

Vincent van Gogh 

Joan Miró 

Banksy 

Norman Rockwell 

René Magritte 

M.C. Escher 

Ansel Adams 

Salvador Dalí 

Frida Kahlo 

Jackson Pollock 

Andy Warhol 

Piet Mondrian 

Artist Selection

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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Choose one of the following artists to evaluate and discover the impact of on society. 



Choose 3 collages from the class display and answer the following questions for each.  

1) Collage Label:      

 Artist/Artwork         

 What part of this collage stands out the most to you and why? 

 What do you interpret the impact of this artist to be?  

2) Collage Label:      

 Artist/Artwork         

 What part of this collage stands out the most to you and why? 

 What do you interpret the impact of this artist to be?  

3) Collage Label:      

 Artist/Artwork         

 What part of this collage stands out the most to you and why? 

 What do you interpret the impact of this artist to be?  

Reflection
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Looking at your own collage, what is your artistic intent and overall impression of the artist you 
evaluated? What do you perceive to be their biggest impact on the society of their time? 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

Reflection
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